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11:7 God’s hardening of a heart is never separate from that one
hardening his or her own heart first.
11:7 There is a great mystery in the coexistence of God’s election
and man’s accountability.
11:8-10 Jews considered God’s Word to be their spiritual
sustenance. But because of their hard-hearted unbelief, God’s
own Word became a judgment on them.
11:8-10 Israel’s spiritual blessings should have led them to Christ,
but instead they became a snare, keeping them from Christ. Their
very religious practices became substitutes for a real, genuine
relationship with God.
11:8-10 Perhaps the great tragedy of human history is that so
many people place their eternal trust in the very thing that
condemns them.
11:11 God has not allowed Israel to fall to the degree that they
are unsalvageable. Until a time appointed by God, they wander in
spiritual darkness.
11:11 Israel’s (temporary) loss/rejection is the Gentiles’ gain
(Matthew 8:11-12; 21:43).
11:11 Jealousy can be negative at its core, yet God’s intention
was to use the jealousy as a stimulus to draw Israel back to Him.
11:12-15 It should be the desire of every Christian to evidence
the realities of a transformed life that would draw unbelievers to
belief in Jesus.
11:12-15 Unfortunately, many Jews have seen a Christianity that
reflects little of the righteousness of Christ. Instead of being
drawn closer to Jesus, they have pushed further away.

11:15 If a dead Savior can redeem you, how much more can a
living Savior sustain you (Romans 5:8-10)!
11:15 The tragedy of Israel’s rejection will one day be surpassed
by the glory of their belief (Zechariah 12:10; 13:1).
11:16-21 Paul gave a hard forewarning to the church against
developing arrogance. This same attitude caused Israel’s
removal.
11:22-23 It is the perseverance of the saints that evidences
genuine conversion (John 8:31; 15:5–6; Colossians 1:22–23;
Hebrews 3:12–14; 4:11; 1 John 2:19).
11:22-23 Those who in unbelief refuse God’s kindness in the offer
of salvation are destined to be cut off by His severity.

“...the breaking off and grafting in were based on belief, not on any inherent
racial or national inferiority or superiority. The issue is not worthiness and it is
not racial, ethnic, social, intellectual, or even moral. The only issue is faith.
They ‘were broken off’ because of unbelief, and Gentiles who believed were
‘grafted in,’ on the basis of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.” ~Dr. John
MacArthur
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