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1. 23:32 The criminals were not petty thieves; they were cruel thugs
who found pleasure in tormenting, abusing, and often killing their
victims.
2. 23:35-38 Nearly everyone present during the crucifixion of Jesus
was sucked into the mockery orchestrated by the Jewish leaders.
3. 23:39 To mock Jesus by refusing to take seriously His power and
capacity is to blaspheme God.
4. 23:39 Having a greater love for the things of the world than the
things of God, the criminal used his final hour to vent a deep pentup anger on the only One who could give him hope.
5. 23:40 As the hours passed, one of the two who had devoted his
adult life to violent behavior had a massive transformation.
6. 23:40 Both men were on their death beds; both had equal
opportunity to “call upon the name of the Lord.” Yet one hardened
his heart, and one surrendered his.
7. 23:40-41 First, the criminal became very aware of God and the fear
of God. Then he openly acknowledged his own sin. Next, he
declared the sinlessness of Jesus and affirmed His position as
Messiah. These are the responses of one who had encountered
the Holy Spirit of God working on his dark heart.
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8. 23:40 Anyone who comes to salvation has first been brought by the
power of the Spirit of God to a lethal fear of God’s judgment
(Luke 12:4-5).
9. 23:42 He had heard Jesus ask the Father to give forgiveness to the
people who were blaspheming Him, and he asked if he could be
one of those recipients. He knew what he needed.
10. 23:43 The first one redeemed by Jesus was a thief on a cross.

11. 23:43 Paradise would be an immediate realization for the criminal.
12. 23:43 The reason Jesus can and does say this is because the work
He did on the cross was complete!
13. 23:43 When Jesus says “it is finished,” He means it is finished
(John 19:30)!
14. 23:44-46 Unless Jesus died for that thief…unless Jesus died for
you, you would not be able to be with Him in Paradise.

Kakourgos (kak-oor'-gos)—a wrong-doer, criminal :- evil-doer, malefactor
[non-specific]
Kakos—worthless (intrinsically) depraved, or injurious :- bad, evil, wicked
Blasphēmeō (blas-fay-meh'-o)—to vilify; specially to speak irreverently:defame, rail on, revile, speak wickedly
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